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pair of upstanding pedestal portions, each pedestal portion positioned in laterally outwardly 
spaced adjacent relationship to a different one of said arms; 

the interrelationship between said handle connector and said tool connector being such 
that said handle connector is slidably, nestably, and detachably connectable with said tool 
connector by inserting said handle connector substantially completely into tool connector through 
said open forward end so that 

each said terminal portion matingly but reversibly engages and interlocks with a different 
one of said windows, 

portions of said projection abut regions of said wall portions in said interior cavity, and 
each said pedestal portion is adjacent a different one of said portico portions. 



Please enter the following new claims 33-40: 



33. (New) A tool assembly comprising a handle subassembly and a plurality of tool 
head subassemblies, 

said handle subassembly having a proximal portion and a distal portion, said proximal 
portion defining a hand-graspable surface region, said distal portion defining a universal handle 
connector; 

each said tool head subassembly having a forward tool-working portion and a rearward 
tool connector; 

said universal handle connector being disconnectably connectable individually with each 
one of said tool connectors; 

said universal handle connector having 
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- wall portions that define an interior cavity about an open forward end of said 

distal portion, 

- a pair of windows defined in said wall portions and located in opposed 
relationship to each other, and 

- a pair of opposed portico portions defined in said wall portions and that each 
extend laterally outwardly from said wall portions, and 

each said tool connector having 

- a generally transversely extending base portion, 

- a projection generally longitudinally and outwardly extending from said base 

portion, 

- a pair of resilient arms, each said arm longitudinally extending outwardly from 
said base portion in adjacent, spaced relationship to and along a portion of a different opposed 
side region of said projection, and each arm having a terminal portion, and 

- a pair of pedestal portions, each said pedestal portion extending outwardly from 
said base portion in laterally adjacent, spaced adjacent relationship to a different one of said 
arms; 

the interrelationship between said universal handle connector and each one of said tool 
connectors being such that said universal handle connector is slidably, nestably, and detachably 
connectable with each said tool connector by inserting said universal handle connector 
substantially completely into said tool connector through said open forward end so that 

- each said terminal portion matingly but reversibly engages and interlocks with a 
different one of said windows, 
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- portions of said projection abut regions of said wall portions in said interior 

cavity, and 

- each said pedestal portion is adjacent a different one of said portico portions. 

34. ^ (New) The tool assembly of claim 33 wherein said handle subassembly defines a 
paint brush handle and wherein each of said tool head subassemblies defines a paint applicator. 

35. (New) The tool assembly of claim 34 wherein each said tool head subassembly 
defines a paint brush. 

36. (New) The tool assembly of claim 35 wherein each said paint brush is different 
from all other paint brushes comprising said plurality of tool head subassemblies. 

37. (New) The tool assembly of claim 33 wherein each said tool head subassembly 
additionally includes comprises skirt portions that outwardly extend in an opposed direction from 
said base portion and that are slidably engageable with a brush ferrule. 

38. . (New) The tool assembly of claim 37 wherein said skirt portions are so slidably 
engaged with a brush ferrule and said brush ferrule is secured to said skirt portions by a bonding 
agent. 

39. (New) A paint applicator assembly comprising a paint applicator handle 
subassembly and a plurality of paint applicator subassemblies, 

said paint applicator handle subassembly having a proximal portion and a distal portion, 
said proximal portion defining a hand-graspable surface region, and said distal portion defining a 
universal handle connector region; 

each said paint applicator subassembly of said plurality of paint applicators having a 
forward portion and a rearward portion, said forward portion defining an applicator means for 
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paint application, and said rearward portion defining a paint applicator connector, and wherein 
each said paint applicator subassembly of said plurality of paint applicators has a substantially 
identical said paint applicator connector, but wherein each said applicator means for paint 
application is different from other said applicator means for paint application of said plurality of 
paint applicator subassemblies; 

said universal handle connector region being disconnectably connectable individually 
with each one of said paint applicator connectors of said plurality of paint applicator 
subassemblies; 

said universal handle connector region having- 

- wall portions that define an interior cavity about an open forward end of said 

distal portion, 

- a pair of windows defined in said wall portions and located in opposed 
relationship to each other, and 

- a pair of opposed portico portions defined in said wall portions and that each 
extend laterally outwardly from said wall portions, and 

each said paint applicator connector of said plurality of paint applicator subassemblies 

having- 

- a generally transversely extending base portion, 

- a projection generally longitudinally and outwardly extending from said base 

portion, 
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- a pair of resilient arms, each said arm longitudinally extending outwardly from 
said base portion in adjacent, spaced relationship to and along a portion of a different opposed 
side region of said projection, and each said arm having a terminal portion, and 

- a pair of pedestal portions, each said pedestal portion extending outwardly from 
said base portion in laterally adjacent, spaced adjacent relationship to a different one of said 
arms; 

the interrelationship between said universal handle connector region and each one of said 
paint applicator connectors of said plurality of paint applicator subassemblies being such that said 
universal handle connector region is slidably, nestably, and detachably connectable with each said 
^j^vpaint applicator connectors by inserting said universal handle connector region substantially 
V completely into one of said paint applicator connectors through said open forward end thereof so 
that 

- each said terminal portion matingly but reversibly engages and interlocks with a 
different one of said windows, 

- portions of said projection abut regions of said wall portions in said interior 

cavity, and 

- each said pedestal portion is adjacent a different one of said portico portions. 
40. (New) The paint brush applicator assembly of claim 39 wherein said applicator 

means for paint application in each paint applicator subassembly of said plurality of paint 
applicator subassemblies defines a paint brush. 



